
We have been scanning the seafloor 
for just  over two weeks now  and every 
day holds new  discoveries.  Though we 

like flat, boring terrain (all the better to see the 
Electra),  we can’t help but be fascinated by 
the seep-sea world unfolding before us. With 
each recovery  of REMUS, we eagerly  scroll 
through the data to see what we have found.

Over 90% of the seafloor around here is flat as 
Kansas, but  it  is dotted with volcanic ridges, 
landslides, calderas, and cinder cones that 
occasionally  stick up hundreds of meters  or 

more. There are even major seamounts just 
outside of our search area, the most dramatic 
rising over 3,000 meters (10,000 feet) from the 
sea floor (but  the peak is still over 2,000 meters 
deep).

A particularly interesting feature was recently 
imaged, which we call Packard’s Cone in 
honor of our REMUS OPS team leader. The 
image mosaic here reveals a perfectly  circular 
rise reminiscent of Meteor Crater in Arizona ... 
but  half again as big and certainly  of volcanic 
(vice impact) origin. The profile is also quite 

different,  as this feature is  actually a cone 
rising from the bottom rather than a depression 
(see illustration on page 2). The rim of the 1.8 
km (1 nm) diameter feature rises 241 meters 
(almost 800 feet) from the seafloor, and its 
central cone is 389 meters (nearly  1,300 feet) 
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Plan of the Day March 14, 2017

0100 Est. REMUS launch. 
0900 SEA School, Ops Ctr.: Dave
1400 Daily Progress Meeting: Ops Ctr.
1500 SEA School, Ops Ctr., Tom D.
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high. As impressive as it  is, we have 
imaged other much larger features 
this week including a seamount 16 
km (8.5 nm) in diameter and 900 
meters (3,000 feet) high.

None of the ter ra in we are 
mapping has been seen by 
humans before, so we give them 
our own names ... Mt. Vinson, 
Dann’s Depression, etc. Technically, 
we can submit name suggestions to 
the cognizant  government agency, 
which can choose to officially 
sanction them on future maps. 
However, they  don’t like to name 
things after living people, so no one 
is volunteering to have an undersea 
mountain named after them any 
time soon. 

MARCH MADNESS comes to the 
Vigilance! If you’d like to match 

your wits with the best,  or just risk $5 
for fun, Join Mermaid March 
Madness. See Greg for details and 
take a shot! Picks & cash by  10AM 
Tuesday. No Kalman filters, please.

Expedition Update
Amazingly, three vessels are on their 
way  to our very remote location.   
S/V SauVage will be rendezvousing 
with us around Wednesday  to take 
Alan back to shore from where he 
can fly  to to an engagement with 
fellow  stratospheric explorer Joe 
Kittinger in Lancaster, PA. We’ll be 
saying farewell to a shipmate, but 
hope to bring him good news when 
we return. The next day  we expect 
to see NOAA’s R/V Okeanos, out 
here exploring the Remote Pacific 
Islands Marine Sanctuaries. We may 
have an opportunity  to visit them at 
sea. S/V Machias got  underway 
from Honolulu yesterday  bringing us 

a re-supply of transponder floats 
(and possibly some chocolate)! 
We’ll see her in about a week.

Thought for the Day
Knowledge is knowing that a 
tomato is a fruit.

Wisdom is not putting it in a fruit salad.

Philosophy is  wondering if that 
means ketchup is a smoothie.

Enjoy your Mermaid ketchup smoothie!

MERMAID CLASSIF IEDS 
PERSONALS 100

WANTED 200 

STORIES for Meridian Passages. 
Sea, land, or air stories welcome.  
Dave 4031.

FOR SALE 400

HOT TIPS:  Don’t blindly  invest in the 
Mermaid March Madness Pool 
without consulting us first.  Quality 
Analysis Information based on 
R a d i o S i g n a l & N a v i g a t i o n 
Science. Don’t  be duped by other 
so-called “Monte Carlo” methods, 
which are chancy at  best. Our 
motto: “You can’t get  better 
advice at any  price!” See Rod & 
T o m ’ s E q u a t o r i a l P a c i f i c 
Consulting, VLLC*  Call 3081 today!
* Very Limited Liability Corp. 

LOST & FOUND 500

SOCKS STILL ADRIFT:  Mismatched 
footies seeking matching pair. Sue 
3344.

Place New Ads by Friday – ed.

Rod Blocksome (KØDAS) grew 
up in Kansas, which he points  out, is 
also Amelia’s birth state. He retired 
from Rockwell Collins in 2010 but 
he’s still a radio guy through and 
through. He lives in Robins, Iowa 
and is heavily  involved in 
several projects that  help 
highlight the work Collins 
accomplished over the 
y e a r s . H e w o r k s w i t h 
Rockwel l Col l ins Ret i ree 
Vo l u n t e e r s d o i n g v a r i o u s 
community  projects and is a 
docent for the company  history 
museum. He also helped start  the 
A r t h u r A . C o l l i n s L e g a c y 
Association.  Their goal is to collect 
company  artifacts and interviews 
with the people who were involved 
with Arthur and the development  of 

Rockwell Collins. Rod wants to 
m a k e s u r e p e o p l e s e e t h e 
contr ibut ions Arthur and the 
company  made to society that still 
affect people today. He and the 
other people involved with the 

Association are working on 
making the story  into a 
documentary.  One aspect 
of that  project  included 
acquiring the million watt 
shor t  wave t ransmi t te r s 

Collins made in the 1960’s for the 
Voice of America that  brought 
news from the U.S. to the rest  of the 
world, despite efforts  from other 
countries to block the signal. Rod 
also helped with the restoration of 
the radio operator’s position in Fifi, 
a 1945 B-29 bomber. He has worked 
on the Earhart  project for countless 

hours  and has been on all three 
search expeditions. He was in the 
Air Force, has been married for 48 
years  and has three kids  and nine 
grandchildren. 

A million thanks to Rod, Rockwell 
Collins, and the Collins Amateur 
Radio Club for all the support!        
— Marika Lorraine


