
Continued from  yesterday. Spence described 
the events that  led to launching our 
expedition in just  a few short  weeks when a 
suitable vessel unexpectedly became 
available just before Christmas....

found a valuable communications link 
directly  with the survey  company on the 
vessel, Williamson and Associates. We 

freely  communicated about the follow  on 
survey  that  we planned, types of services and 

capabilities  of the vessel. The team on board 
had worked on a shipwreck survey  for a 
customer for over 8 months. They had not 
found their objective, and the survey  would 

end in January. The vessel would be available 
to us on condition that the hire would 
continue without  interruption. A portion of the 
demobilization and redelivery  of the ship to 
Singapore needed to be apportioned to us. 
Those conditions were agreeable because 
the charter rate of the vessel was incredibly 
good. 

I  remember it  was a sunny  day in Florida when 
Dave called again. A sponsor had stepped 

up. His  name was Alan Eustace. I  knew  this 
man from following Dave’s participation in 
the StratEx  stratospheric jump. This was truly  a 
good day. We could move to finish the deal 
on the ship and get a team ready.  Tom 
Dettweiler discovered that the Williamson 
su rvey  gear cou ld no t  p rov ide the 
photography needs of our mission. We 
needed to find another provider fast.  Two 
weeks’ time was not enough.  Dave and Alan 
understood the technical and practical sides 
of putting together a complex  project. Dave 
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C e n t r a l  P a c i f i c  E d i t i o n

Why Are We Here?
Spencer King Explains

I

Plan of the Day February 21, 2017

0001-2400  Transit.
0900 Sea School. Topic &, Location TBD.
1000 Daily Progress Meeting.Ops Ctr.
1500 Sea School. Topic & location TBD.
1600 Sunline practice shots, bridge deck.

... continued

The expedition team & Mermaid crew underway, displaying the Explorer’s Club flag



eard there was yoghurt  on 
deck, so I scurried to the wheel 

house, grabbed me bos’n’s pipe 
and called for sweepers & swabs. I 
like a ship shape ship! Went below 
to supervise cleanup. Did I  see a 
mess? Nossah! Just a gaggle of 
tourists standing around on one leg 
like them birds, I  think they call ‘em 
flamencos. Somebody said they 
was yoghurts. I  just don’t get  them 
flatlanders. Gaw!!

sought AUV services from Woods 
Hole Oceanographic Institution. He 
had solid connections and a good 
reputation there.   In days, Dave, 
Alan, Jeff and Tom met at  Woods 
Hole to evaluate the REMUS 6000 
system. It would take just 6 weeks 
from the time of that  meeting to 
have REMUS mobilized on deck.  
Activity  started immediately at 
Woods Hole without a contract.  
T h e v e s s e l o w n e r s w e r e 
encouraged by  the news of our 
new  sponsor.   They  responded with 
a standby hire rate, in which we 
could hold the ship for 30 days 
while our new  ocean services 
contractor could ship and mobilize 
their system onboard. Dave signed 
the charter agreement  with MMA 
on January 23rd.  We had a ship!

In the following weeks, REMUS was 
prepared and shipped from WHOI.  
The export  license application 
(ITAR)  was started which normally 
takes about 30 days to complete. 
We anticipated that REMUS would 
arrive in Hawaii about the same 
time as the ITAR. It  didn’t. We all 
endured some anxious days when 
everything was in Hawaii ready  to 
mobilize except the ITAR. Dave and 
Alan conferred again decided to 
proceed with mobilization without 
the ITAR.   Dave does not  toss the 
word “probably” around lightly. It’s 
a mathematical expression to be 
respected. It was the right choice.

The mission plan from 2006 was 
pulled out of a storage box. It  was 
perfectly suited to use again.   AE III 
was just an extension of AE II  which 
met  an untimely  end. With this 
general road map, all the mission 
capabilities  were delegated to the 
p a r t i c i p a n t s . T h e t e a m w a s 
completely free to conceive, 
design, build, install and operate 

the systems that  they will go to sea 
with. How  well did they do? We’ll 
find out together soon, but I  am 
confident that  this will be our most 
successful mission ever.

Now, you may ask, “so how  did 
Dave Jourdan know  there was a 
ship out there?” The answer is one 
that  you all should have been able 
to guess,  “Elgen!”

The Daily Routine. The daily 
routine around an AUV survey  is 
flexible to accommodate any hour 
that  the vehicle may be on deck.  
Routine meetings, activities and 
meals will be moved in order to 
recover and service the vehicle, 
download data, upload mission 
and re-launch.   We have teams to 
do this work on a 24 hour basis.   If 
you’re not part of these teams, 
there are endless other ways to 
make meaningful contributions. 

Daily Progress Meeting.  The DPM 
is scheduled daily to provide 
Mission Leaders with a top-level 
snapshot assessment of progress.  
The information disseminated here 
is a highly  condensed overview  of 
the survey. Regular attendees:

Operations Manager
Captain:

Daily weather &forecast.
Fuel, water, oil, provisions.
Shiphandling, engineering.

REMUS supervisor:
Survey area searched.
Area/time remaining.
Sonar, imaging performance.

Post Analysis: Contacts. mosaics.
Mission sponsor: Comments.
Mission leader: Comments.

Observers  are welcome to attend 
but  asked not to participate in 
order to keep this meeting short.

Time Zones.  We will adjust the 
ship’s clock to conform to local 
standard time.   There will be two 
zone changes this week on our way 
to the survey.   

Celestial Navigation.  We are 
tooled up celestial navigation 
observations again. Spence will 
lead the Sunlines for SunLovers 
seminars, and Dave will lead the 
Stargazers in Moonlight  group.  
Appointments available.

... continued from page 1

MERMAID CLASSIF IEDS 
PERSONALS 100

Lonely Heart still seeking nautical 
companionsh ip . W i l l sc rape 
barnacles with the right partner. 
Call 5555.

WANTED 200 

Photos! Archivist seeks digital 
pictures for sharing. See Marika, 
4062.

Stargazers: Polishing & oiling the 
sextant.  We’ll be ready! Dave, 
4031.

Weights: Has anyone seen the 
ship’s anchors? Greg?. Call 3051. 

FOR SALE 400

Got  styrofoam cups, the cheap 
ones that shrink. Willing to pre-
decorate with logo of your choice. 
Sue, nights on talkie CH-3344. 

LOST & FOUND 500

Lost: Still seeking Lockheed Electra 
10. Could be missing window 
cover. NR16020. See Elgen, 4021.

Place New Ads by Friday – ed.

Sti l l looking for a REMUS 
nickname. Contest  has been 
extended. Oreo cookie for the 
w inne r.  “Boaty  McBoat face 
already taken.

Editorial by Saline Sid bastard nephew to Barnacle Bill the Sailor
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